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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF DAILY PRESS BRIEFING TUESDAY, FEB. 17 

NO. 2 

FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF SPOKESMAN S RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS 
FROM PRESS AT DAILY BRIEFING: 

(1) WEST EUROPEAN RECOGNITION OF MPLA: WILL THE U.S. RE- 
COGNIZE FACTION THAT SEEMS TO CONTROL MOST OF ANGOLA? - 
WE DO NOT THINK IT IS ESTABLISHED YET THAT ONE FACTION IN 
ANGOLA HAS CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY. IN ANY CASE, WOULD 
LIKE TO REMIND THAT OUR POSITION HAS BEEN NOT SO MUCH A 
QUARREL WITH THE MPLA PER SE BUT WITH THE CUBANS WHO ARE 
ENGAGED IN ARMED INTERVENTION SUPPORTED BY SOVIET MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT. IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF WHETHER WE ARE CONSIDER- 
ING OR WHETHER WE ARE PREPARED TO RECOGNIZE MPLA WHILE 
CUBAN FORCES SUPPORTED BY SOVIET ARMS ARE STILL FIGHTING 
THERE. 

(2) DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSE TO MESSAGE FROM MPLA REPORTEDLY 
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TARY HAS NOT SEEN TUNNEY OR AIDE. THERE HAD BEEN SOME DIS- 
CUSSION ABOUT A TUNNEY MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY. AND SOME- 
THING MAY BE ARRANGED AFTER HIS RETURN. THE MEETING COULD 
NOT BE SCHEDULED BEFORE NOW. 

(3) RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION OR INQUIRY REGARDING RADIO- 
ACTIVITY EFFECTS AT MOSCOW EMBASSY - IN OUR CURRENT IN- 
VESTIGATION WE HAVE NOT FOUND ANY CORRELATION, STATISTICAL 
OR OTHERWISE, TO SUGGEST THAT THE INCIDENTS OF SERIOUS 
ILLNESS, AMONG PERSONS IN THE MOSCOW EMBASSY OR WHO HAVE 
SERVED THERE, IS ANY GREATER THAN AMONG THE AMERICAN POPU- 
LATION GENERALI.?. OBVIOUSLY THERE MAY BE INDIVIDUAL IN- 
STANCES OF PEOPLE BEING ILL. PEOPLE HAVE HEALTH PROBLEMS 
EVERYWHERE. 

(4) AMBASSADOR STOESSEL'S HEALTH - THIS IS A PERSONAL 
MATTER WHICH WE ARE NOT GOING TO DISCUSS HERE. 

INGERSOLL 
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